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My teammate Drakecula came across a bunch of old poems
about roller skating in Trove, (some from the 1880s!) so I
thought it would be fun to pop them into a zine along
with pics, articles, and random stuff I found along the
way!

'Big thanks to Drake for giving me the idea in the first
place.

M so, Trove (trove.nla.gov.au) and Papers Past
(paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers) are awesome. You
should check them out.

Enjoye..
xx Blinky Kill

Winslow's roller skates, size 9 [realial / Samuel Winslow
Skate Manufacturing Company.
http://ha Slv.vic.gov.au/10381/282278




Observer, 30 May 1885

https//paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/T0188505630.2.108 |
SHE’s doing some fancy skating, }
Scornfully curling her lips up, g

Speed is accelerating—

She’s doing some fancy skating.—

And calmly annihilating. '
The poor little dudelet she trips;

She’s doing some fancy skating,
Scornfully curling her iips up.
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=g * Gaily gliding, e 1
. #  Smoothly sliding, % X
P a é O'er the polished floor! §¥ e h
s & 4 Poetry of motion such as never was |/ _@lk k|
‘ - before. & o -
), ;-_.,,z\. Onward sweeping, e ’%{
?g Never creeping, ’ﬁz‘\ ‘
;/g % Round and round the track— ‘ P %
< §, Sizz! A% §p
g " Whizz! S = '
b’;‘k :?g Flat upon my back! 3;'* X 1
i Up and swinging, e

. <" Singing as I swing,
?Et_.
T

}% Never sighing, Jﬂg

X Round and round, and then— o .
\ﬁa Whang! J%g \q
Bang! ;/59- R

Down I go again! & §9
Up and speeding, Y L _*
A1l unheeding, v ;ﬁ;gﬁ'
On my way I go, i g .
Like an errant bob-sled sliding o'er \'%“ ﬂg
the frosty snow. "
Never fretting, 5 ” '?%
Pirouetting, 5 &g
Like a dancer plump— Jgﬂ:‘!"ﬁ ’ B
Rip! ey z
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Roller skating — The Narracoorte Herald, 14 July 1911z ?/aﬁ ;‘

http://nla.pov.au/nla.news—articleld 7223411

; Onward flingin S X

Round about the place I'm soaring ’ “{;
like a bird on wing, « B

3\‘; Ever flying, -'é;jg? ‘ (3:—:*




Zip!

Golly, what a bump!
Once more skating
Undulating,

Free of every care!
Like a fleck of filmy cloud-mist flirt-
ing through the air.
Swiftly swerving,
Swaying, curving,
In a dreamy dance —
Ow!

Wow!

Call an ambulance!

Image: http://www.metroposteard.com/topicalsr.html




R
=

7]

T gt L

New Zealand Tablet, 24 March 1910

nttp://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/periodicals/N2T19100524,2.50

A Costly Skate.

oller skating is older than most folk 1magine. Joseph
Merlin, a Belgian, born in 1733, a clever, inventive fellow,
went to London in 1760 and exhibited his novelties at a
museum in Spring Gardens, and afterwards in Prince’s
street, Hanover Square., Having made a pair of skates
to run on wheels, he appeared with them at a masked ball
given by Mrs. Cornelys, in Carlisle House, Soho. He was
duly invited to display his skill. Having put on the skates
he took a violin and begcan whirling about to his own musice.
One thing he had not studied, however, and that was: how
to guide himself and to stop quickly, and the result was
that before the performance had lasted very long he dashed
into an immense mirvror valued at £1000, smashed his fiddle
to bits, and seriously injured himself. That appears to have
dampened the spirit of inventors, for we hear nothing of
other wheel skates for nearly half a century.

(fun fact: it works out to over AUD$300,000 today!)

PoAIRANT - B4 TROMAS
GANEBe o

_Jp JOSEPRH MELLR (1-735—1903)
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The Skating Girl, Table Talk, E.S. 23 August 1900
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In a frock so trim and natty,
With a captivating smile,

In a manner chic and chatty,
With an air of splendid style,

She goes sailing round serenely,

Gliding, sliding, striding past,

Sometimes full of grace, and queenly, ST T |
Sometimes as a whirlwind, fast.

The address only to be written here

S AT VB

Eyes a-kindle, face a-glowing,
She grows radiantly bright, -
Till the rose in April blowing ; 5

e Wt 1

= 3 By comparison's a fright; o7
5 With a poise of head so pretty AT,
g With a bend of form so sweet, R 2D 4
That you think it's quite a pity 201 % 2.9
S | She has rollers on her feet. m v SR
8 g ' z., E E 8 !
| For you somehow think more sweetly @ A% g a :
| She has wings like any sprite. Gt
And you lose your head completely AT AT
R et . T -.

In a vision of delight.

Then you fear she may rise winging
Like a bird, her course above,

And your heart's the minstrel singing
Out a roundelay of love.

Till there dawns a bold desire
To approach the spirit fair,
And your soul is all a-fire

At the vision whirling there.

—t £ AT
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Good grades and good health go together : City of Chicago
Municipal Tuberculosis Sanitarium :PGet your test now.
WPA Federal Art Project, Chicago, I11, 1936.

https//www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3£f05185/
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.~ Roller skating — by Nero, Courier-Mail, 18 January 1934

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news—articlell81208

I CONSIDER roller skating

Is a sport exhilarating.

If this be your way of thinking
Let us go together-rinking.

A1l beginners slip and stumble,
But nobody minds a tumble.

If you were to practice daily

You would soon be rinking gaily.
Steady there! Be persevering,
Every step the goal you're nearing.
Never over failures grieving,
Soon success you'll be achieving.

-1 Became GreaTLy

AtracHen To A TOouNG

Laoy I mMeT AT THe
Rink |
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http://Ll.bp.blogspot.com/ NC4dTMFAZMk/ShECNIEN2IT/AAAAAAAABCE,/Z268tGxaWabsd/s
1800-h/Roller+Skating+Posteard.jpe
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RINK ITEMS.
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Columbia Rink.

. LADIES,
. —bfias Taast is a pretty little skater ; hor dainty
7 >t white dress, pink satin sash, and large hat, are
| very effective on wheels.
o W —- Mizs Gordon’s funcy skating i2 much ad-

mived, £0 is her delicions pink gown, costumed
- with avt folds, and ravissante Gem hat, banded
| and trimmed with white ribbon.

—Miss Yandle's style is very grazelal. The
effect of her gyrations iz enhanced by & dnik
| skirt, cream Norfolk jacket, axd jauaty velvel
Huzzor cap, banded with gold.

—Miss L. White locked charming ilie other
evening skimming over the kauri in a bewitching
white gown, bezutifully emnbroidered ; white tulle

| hat fastened by a silver dagger ; iang white silk

. gloves.

- —Miss Hendcyson is quile ufaiz i roller
manipulation. 1Mer movements axo goiel and
graceful. ller pretty blue loileite, supplemenied
by a tall hat cascaded with lace, and long white
silk gloves, is charmingly beconing.

---Miss Clarke can wallz to nerlection on
wheels ; she is abont the beat poarzirajer of the
mazy feat at the * Only Rink.' Mer cream dress
enlivencd by tints of erimsen, is very eflective.

o, —Miss — Aylette iz a partienlarly graceful
skater ; her long curves arve the very poelry of
motion. 1ler latest vink toilette iz composed of
: pale blue cambric; a piciuresyac bat of the

N i)_})'}_‘ same material, finished with & b2w of ribbon ;
' ~ 1 white silk gloves,

y, N v
=R vk N%
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TACK AND FIT garmeni
tions before stitching.

i0 MAKE wou will need matching

- ‘hread, thic. s-u el 77 Il seams and dar

o, four butions f GENTLENEXN,

D & smockiag tra1  __\[p \Vgren docs il on one lef —ieminds uS —0—n
of a sign scientifically disjomnied : there iasuch a Overcasting

flow of grace in his movements. %24

—Mr Norton keeps up steam by & graceful e

cvolution of both arms. 1is dark blue geyye verestins prevents
toileite, enlivened by a crimson Zutlanders, is  wey ame. MoK

llow these 1o lie fla

delicionsly becoming,

~Mr Russell’s skating is greadly enhanced by
the effect of @ handsome diarascnd ring, whieh
modlestly conceals its charms while employed in
twirling a tawny mousiache.

.-Mr Kenderdine (not Jack; wali-es like an P
anwcl, does its backward, and can stend on one g
leg ; he iinishes somic of his feats in o sitling E/
posture, wondcrfully eifective as far a3 the floor  ff
is concerned. Ji

—Mr Shera's late:t tailorial tricmpd utilised f
at the rink is & socherehs combination com- ooee i U
prising  light  lvousers, black €23, two-inch k-
collar (we are opon to coircetion as ¢ altitude, | SZewacny
end fggry-like tie of cveam ; gloves are the only / e
mis-‘.sil% link.

—M3 Martin's vyrations are the very essence
of poetry ; pity he should wasie hig proficiency

wingling  with the commonplace rinkists, A <= >
requisition signed by inliuential skalists might at (
i

. Insid
| fron

%, induce bimn t3 perlorm his fancy feals in the o
"~ 3y . i . %, all °
S "u centre ol the hall, |
& i o 23.
R
() Turn in % ipch on free edge ond . ]
slipstitch to seam  Pold facing on X
right back to luside on seam, over- [ !
lapping extending facing on left il |
back. ll |
(g) Pare sesin allowance on neck to 1
Y inech Tare nonk with hiag i Qo
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d hem. Press well.
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Seams are Auvised.

(a) NEW C: Make pleats outside of
| front snd bask by folding on each
line of medium holes and placing
to line of small holes; tack and

press.

(k) VTEW D: For smocking, iren trans-
. U lestda nd unner adea of front



"Gentle" Art Of Skating - by Valerie Claridge, Barrier
Miner, 27 June 1938

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/47875321

Now this sport is to quite a few

A finished art, but to me it's new.
And learning means a fall or two
This roller skating.

I've tried to glide but hit the ground,
My balance lost before it's found.
Those others still go skating round
All roller skating.

It seems to me a round of hefty
bumps,

Pushes and shoves and biffs, and
thumps.

I go home a lot of bruises and bumps,
From roller skating.

My clothes are all dirty, and grease
right through,

My shoulder-blade damaged (and
other things too)

My elbow is skinned and my knee
bruised blue,

Through roller skating.

It seems pretty hopeless, but may be
some day

I11 learn how to do it the very best
wWay,

And then I'11 be able to stand when
they say

"Come roller skating."
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On the skates — Bacchus Marsh Express, 18 August 1888

http:s//nla.pov.au/nla.news—article88685028

Hear the thunder of the skates, roller skates,
How my soul so supersensitive, their row infernal
hates!

When I'm half-a-mile, or more,

from the door,

Comes the deafening maddening rolling

Of those wheels upon the floor

That maddening, monotonous, reverberating roar
Of the skates.

Hear the whirring and the whizzing of the
skates,

Mark the unaccustomed antics, struggles, ludi
crously frantic,

As each figure there gyrates,

In a human panorama, 'mid a cacophonic
clamour,

Men and women, girls and boys.

Make a horrid, hideous noise,

Like a huge Titanic hammer

That some Hercules employs

Oh ! those skates.

See the skater on the wheels—how he reels !
Oh ! see the the look of agony his countenance
reveals,

As he knows, and he feels,

That his toes, and his heels,

Are quite beyond controlling, when he once
commences rolling.

On those wheels !

They are either brass or wooden,

And they'll let him down so sudden



On his seat,

That he'll wonder, wonder, wonder,

At the awful clap of thunder,

When the floor rose up from under

neath his feet.

Hear the rumbling,-see the tumbling, on the
skates!

How each joist, and beam, and rafter
Oscillates !

Hear the mocking sound of laughter

That each downfall follows after,

And all the tender feeling of the victim
lacerates;

For the public sitting there

With expectant eager air,

Diabolically waits till the tyro on the skates
Tumbles down, like a stone,

With a frown, and a groan,

And then, rising in confusion,

Madly rubs each sore contusion,

Swearing skating's a delusion

And a snare.

There's the expert on his gliding, skimming
skates !

See him heading, swaying, leaning,

Like a ship he goes careening,

Doing "in" and "outside edges,' doing sinuous
"figure eights";

Swiftly nearing, disappearing,

Verging, veering, deftly steering,

He pauses not a moment, and he never hesitates;
But faster flies, and faster,

Never fearing for disaster,

For he's evidently master

Of the skates.

leeee Gonk N
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See them thunder, glide, and blunder on the
Skates.

How their dignity each tumble irritates!

How they roll, roll, roll,

How they clash, collide, and clink,

Till they agonize my soul

By their clatter at the Rink.

Round and round, and round again,

In a sort of endless chain

A chain of human beings, where each skater forms
a link,

He is wise who hesitates, ere he rashly tempts
the Fates,

By trusting his"anatomy" on those deceptive
skates.

At the Rink.

So they ceaselessly continue on the skates,

With a vigour no catastrophe abates;
Circuitously wheeling in an intertwining scroll.
So they roll, roll, roll.

And the tumbles pay the toll

On a journey that's monotonous, and meaning
less, and droll,

On a gyratory journey, that no object has, or
goal;

But because it is the fashion, they must all insanely
roll

On the running, rumbling, risky

Roller skates.

- .
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The Seven ages of the Roller Skater, The Armidale Express |,
and New England General Advertiser 20 December 1889 s
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The Seven Ages of the Boller Skater.
. ArL the world's a nink,
and CW' And all the men and women merely skat-

| l xt1 ers

They have their exits and their entrances :
Anud one man in his time play many parts,
;i His acts being seven stages: At first the
'x_:’n*" ragged
Urchin, rulling neath the sidewalk on one
e skale, :
| The terror of all the passers by. Then the
Beginner, led around the maple with
' Awkward steps and sudden plunges, per-
spiration
Streaming from his every pore, a sight to
look upon,
And then the callow youth, with cap on
head
Bearing the word ** Instructor” in gilt
letters,
 Whose duty ‘tis, as he considers it, to
e skate
s With all the pretty girls, and leave the
I R LI strugglin :
cold Waﬁr"i' > Learners tg“ lgolnlﬂh’el. Then comes the |
_ ate CO= - fancy skater,
e @en hot "E The ::ﬁ::fl"“r' who travels all the country
B .Mk_fi L LCTIATT, To fill engagements ; a tremendous hero—
| e - In his owu estimation. Aud thea the fair
t O,fsugar and a Youong damsel, who glides arvuud the
floor as if
It was her native element, and roller
Skating her vsual mode of locomotion.
Then the mature watrou, with golden
~ eye-glasses,
- Rolling arvund with stately dignity,
Gazing with calm placidity upon
The giddy throng. Last staze of all, that
O Ends this short nonsensicality, is .
L) Paterfamilias, or erst the * Governor,"
Who comes to bring the children, |
. But, having been enticed to put on skates,
- Still comes, and conses, and comes again,
| And seems to like it.

i
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New Zealand Herald, 22 December 1910

http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/NZH12101222.2.120.7

Cupid, you're like the straps upon a skater,
You bind and squeeze our soles until they
smart
0, may you never be the perpetrator
Of such a crushing feet on my poor heart.
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P ﬁ* THE SONG OF THE RINK. 1 e
i‘l « % - 1 v‘* # _'_f_"r:a'
s -f_“' My song is of the riiking here, sl '
. @ Upon a form I'm seated ; L
S *. M Before me kneels my love, my dear, e L
e His glowing face is heated ; 4 R
. @ \;- . He buckles on my roller skates, 5 A3
% -5 From duty never shrinking, R
C <" < And €’en of love he fondly prates, e
;q\@' When I'm rinking, rinking, rinking. ,’\;
" 4 “Irink about the hall so wide, Lo Y
o g " As if by demons hunted ; . e
ii;* y ;".gd “From end to end, from side to side, ;‘*“ .
¥ * Until at length I'm shunted ; yE
S ~ Vainly I try to ciutch the wall, - K
3‘-{g_* While to the flhor I'm sinking, g '
] @ - And not unfrequently I fall, ' S
i ¢ __;\.ﬁt When I'm rinking, rinking, rinking. LG
qﬂ‘%&- ' Sometimes -upon one knee I drop, Fa ® i
. @ To save myself from sprawling ; " A<
) B Sometimes upon my hounor flop,  [: PS¢
s . Down backwards I go falling ; —— ’
a-;}i Then quickly to my feet I spring, §¥4 t
y S Fly round the room like winking, W e
. " Tor my hcart’s as light as anything, ..
* e When I'm rinking, rinking, rinking, @
t e - JF. L. W, ‘171‘ ",
A € Balclutha, June 4, 1888. : B ¥S
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The Sydney Mail and New South Wales Advertiser, 21 March
1885

ht

“A roller skate is a nice skate, but an ice skate is not a
roller skate” '

ton







