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"W ! G The lorries drove toward
forest. The Jews were made t0 get out. They were
)| made to dig huge graves, And when they had ished
A : eir work, the UEStapo DERaN theirs. Yvithout passion,
200 without haste, they slaughtered their prisoners; Each.
B onc had to go up to the hole and present his nec
5 SN Babies were thrown into the air and the machine
! € Q‘ gimners used them as targefs. 1his was in the lorest oi
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Moché had changed

There was no longer any joy in " his eyes
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r He no longer sang. -
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-He no loniger 'tlalllkielq tomeof God or the cabbala,
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People refused not only
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i to believe his staries,
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to listen to them.
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‘The jTasz in Budapest are living in an atmosphere of | I :felt only pity
Tear and terror. There are anti-Semitic incidents every Y ; RNEEEREEREREAN)
day, in the streets, in the trains. The Fascists are attack- tH1H And as for Moché, he wept
ing ]ewnsh shops and synagogus. The situation is getting |
very serious.’ ' |
| 1 3
still thls was not enough to worry us. 4 .- AR >
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That was toward the end of 1942.  Jom XN
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Afterward life returned to normal.
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| that it was luh ﬁme to find | A %mce;ward death had begun.
. : Ak Jace
Ha mtable young man for Hilda. vy f “="__“Then came the ghetto.
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Everyone marvelled a

L AR ' t it We should no longer h
=, . ger have
.II:husmeyw 1943 pﬁs’sed - before our eyes those hostile faces, those hateladen

= - : =3 stamo“"f"afandallgmshwereatant-.nd.Wewere
< Spring 1944 __ | living among Jews, among brothers..... {YCREY

The trees were in blossom.. .

people were interested in everything—in strat-
egy, in diplomacy, in politics, in Zlomsm—-but not in |

}! their own fate. |
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Seve@}waa s _passed. Several weeks. Several mon

)
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TheGermanswere alregdymthetown the Fascists
‘were already in power, the verdict had already been

pronounced, yet the Jews of Sighet continued to smile.




The time passed very slowly.
It was nearly midnight.

The shadows beside me awoke as from a long sleep.
. They ﬂed sall:ntly in all d!rectlons. i

The ghetto was to be completely wiped out. §

: _ you ve got to leave all thls
-: It ashkea D2 tom fromest book,

somc histoncal novel abont the 9
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| as far as those_who had alread; “been deported were concerned, it Was too bad: no mare could be done.

m thedaydmt.wanchosenforour
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Qur convoy went towa
We were on our way.

But they would probably allow us to live out our wretched little lives here, until the end of the war.

A hot summer sun.

: ™ 'The doors were closed.}
" We were caught in a trdp,
right up to our necks.

The doors were Dailed up;
:the way back was finally cut off.

'The world

Madame Schichter |
had gone out of her mind.

SWEEd in the rmddle of a dmerted ﬁelg.

5 Some of ‘the men pressed up against ‘Ehe bars.

There was nothmg there, only the darkness.

Y e ™

T With every groan of t.he wheels on the rail,

N - \ S Sy | we felt that an abyss was about to open beneath our bodies. |
§ Our terror was about to burst the, sides of the train. Our nerves were at breakmg P°int-

It was as tho gh madness were taxmg possessxon of -us all. We could ‘stand it no longer.
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People whispered. |

—t Outside, the SS went by, shouting
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Y ‘Auschwitz.’ |
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ou're in a concentrauon camp

A
At Auschmtz 3

Fnzzled away
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s | £ . We looked at the flames in the darkness. |-
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. No, we had not enrd. b
o oonehad told us. | o0
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My heart was bursting.
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- The moment had come. '~

I was face to face with, .~ T
SRENREAEEE e : |

T T

~ and my soul:
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3 " Those absent no longer touched even the surface of
v our memories, We still spoke of them—‘Who knows -
what may have become of them ?'—pyt we had~little
concern for their fate. We were incapable of thinking

of anything at all. Our senses were blunted; everything

was blurred as in a fog. It was no longer possible to

1 9’
Uw’#"

The instincts of self-preservation, of
Self-defence, of pride, had all deserted us. In one
ultimate moment of Iucidity it seemed to me that we
were damned souls wandering in the half-world, soyls
condemned to wander through space till the g;ﬁé}aﬁons
of man came to an end, seekmg thelr redempuon, seek-

ing oblmon—wuhout hope of finding it."
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* Now remorse began to gnaw ‘me,
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Not knowmg why

“he roll call took place.! ¥
. ':l'he sun was seiﬁhg in the west.
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Drive out desp_.al_nM!' “W Hell is not for eternity. | m
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i He'’s 3 weak and dried up.
x -Jl
S8 1t doesn’t matter what or when
& " th 1ect:on 4
Look after }um well to avoid the se
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e weak don’t hang about for long hem

to seek to understand the mysterious ways of God.
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Dozens of units left for the workyafds, in step.
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Y He was goingto be hanged.
'f It was -: i-l‘ that he had

q a body Perhaps 2SS than that even : |

a starvet‘l omach. Lhe stomach alone Was aware
4

’ 3 S of the passage of time.

It was as though we

%l had been taking part together |
e

ariger and hatred for another d x for later e .
day wﬂl come, but not now. . . . Wait. Gnt olr teeth
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Sl " A 1 jewish ... ? Yes, I am Jewish. From a religious T
o ¢ family. During the occupation 1 obtained forged papers S
B and passed myself off as an Aryan, That's how I was '
enlisted in the forced labour groups, and when [ was | —
deported to Germany, I escaped the concentration |
2 _camp. At the warehouse, no one knew 1 could speak
German. That would have aroused suspicions. Saving '8
__those few words to you was risky: but I knew you &
wouldn't give me away. ... . =
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R tmar e said, S

[You wait and see, kid, , , . |
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(B You'll soon find out !
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.‘1[' what leaving your work's |\
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I was aware I
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= Where is God? Where is Hez' someone. behind mmelasked.
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ere is He? Here He is—fite - . . | e A I had beheved profoundly

that upon One solitary of mine,
A .
_. " one solitary prayer,|

‘All the earth and the Universe
areGods!'

- |‘:
3

*All creation bears witness

I no longer .
‘accept'ed
God'’s silence.

TS ST AL -
burned in His pits? Bemuse He kept six crematones

R e
ay, on Sundays and feast days?
— ST W
Pe - in l—hs great might He had created Auschwuz,

g Blrkena una. ! s0 many factories of dmth? How -ﬂ/

could I say to Him : ‘Blwsed art Thou, Etr.mal Master of

'* the Umverse, Who chose us from among the racm to be
T RTINS ———. =

: ER kAR A .
& tortured day and mght, 1o see our fathers, our motbem

b %

Wour brothers, end in the crematory? sed Thy
.Holy Name, Th0u Who hast Cose_n us to be butchered

“This day

I had ceased to plead. I was no_ lon —

capable of lamentation, On the conua.ry 1 felt very
strong, I was the accuser, God the accused, Mye}’ﬁ e

b jwere Open and I was alone——ternbl alone in. a v*v-o;ld '

' i without God and without man. Without love or merCY 1

ﬂ I had ceased t6 pe an g but ashes, ve u

: to ; stmngcr than the Ahmghty, to whom my life had |
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There were three SS officers standing round the J
notonous Dr Men ele, who had recexved us at Birkenau.

: bell rang, a 31gnal that
completed throughout the camp.

e selon had been §

& Sevcral days ad elapsed _-."i

"!ﬁl We no longer thought about he seecuon. %
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N He was alive 8

I gave him back [
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kmfe an i spoon.

Do as your father asks
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‘What's the matter, son?’
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¥ ‘Do you trust eQ 'm Boy?’
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{! shall no l_@rger be here. . . .5
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. Wlnter had come. The days were short, and the mghts
t ' had become almost unbearable. In the first hours of
dawn the icy wind cut us like a whip. 4 '
o g Tt DT TOEAANT: SN
But you get used to anything.

o EeTeanad  C BFSL 1LY WEATED

! During these last few nights, we had heard the guns in

i b dimance, g TR RT i

red ‘T've got more faith in Hitler than in anyone else. He's
'the only one who's kept his promises, all his promlses. to

' e SRR

% ‘All the invalids will be summarily killed,’ said the
ot ' faceless one. ‘And sent to the crematory in a final batch.”’
- 1.‘ AT LN R E TR AN VAW

I learned after the war the fate of those who had stayed
\ behind in the hospital. They were quite simply liberated

Lby the Russians two days after the evacuation,

L WESSSESSIN\W L
! Some said we were being taken to Czechoslovakia.
: .;..— No. to Gros-Rosen No, to G_lex_wnz No, to. ...

f{\b“ % [ & i
) \Two o ok in the afternoon The snow was still

! commg down thickly. n 7
T e o s ':f:ﬂr
| e time was passing qulclEIy now. Dusk had fallen.
The day was disappearing in a monochrome of grey. |
— AR VUL ."\"f%u
41 Night had fallen.
W SR RN BN
it‘ ":snowed rele.ntlessly ;”«
S Y

!PltCh darknes!s“ Every now and then, an explosion in
the night. They had orders to fire on any who could not
\ keep up. Their fingers on the triggers, they did not
| deprive themselves of this pleasure. If one of us stopped
for a second a sharp shot i 43y

oL

\ 2 v Death wrapped 1tself
around me txll I was snﬂed It stuck to me. I felt that [

could touch it. The idea of dying, of no longer be- L s W 5
mg, began to fascinate me. Not to exist any longer. Not .. 2%

'to feel the horrible pains in my foot. Not to feel any- =
,thing, neither weariness, nor cold, -nor anything. To |,

"-!

s
\.l . . .
'break the ranks, to et one_self shde to the edge of the T, bod
road. ® e o‘ ; l‘ .a‘f"_;pv fwgm !—- ’:f.!- "r% .
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‘ An endless road. Lettmg oneself be pushed by the o ;
mob lettlng oneself be dragged along by a bhnd destmy i Sar LY ., ¢
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N AN Y Our limbs numb with cold desplte the 2
. running, our throats parched farmshed breathless, on [

jUe went. MRS - A e 7 oy E}r ‘ S |
s = ;-—,..--nh :&"ﬂ‘F o - |
- 'We were masters of nature, masters of the world We =
had forgotten everything—death, fatigue, our natural j
" needs. Stronger than cold or hunger, stronger than the? f *e
. shots and the desire to die, condemned and wander- ” =

mg, mere numbers. we were the only men on earth.
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Around me everthg Was dancmg a dance of dmth B
-t ﬁh{" . SOk LSl
snﬂened corpses, logs of wood. Not a cry of distress, not

E a groan nothmg but a mass agony, in s11ence £ )
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“The snow contmued to fall in tluck ﬂakes over the e
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'Youmcms ing me. . . ml'

e

‘You re hing me . .. mercy | mercy !’
‘Mercy 1’

I felt that 1 was crushing him.

= - L

was stopping his breath,

But I was crushed myself
th ‘the we:ghl: of other bodies.
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" No one | c:ned out.
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g | was unabié Ito breathc,
' Swmt bezuiledJ y brow.
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"1 no longer thought of my father jor of my mother 1
i —
e | awoke on ]anuary 29 at dawn "

y. (In my father’s place lay another invalid|

s, have taken i sy e, 4
WA and carried lnm to the crematory.
7 AN Amay st have bees bre h:m}f' N
e'ma (] rea
A ] yn Y P 282
-. There wcre no raye::s athzsgrave. \

H:tler was going

‘Perhaps the Russ:ans w111 amveﬁrst

' On April tenth, there were still about twent; thousand'
L _._A = 1
;. of us:in the camp, including several hundred cthdren

- 2
i | They decided to evacuate us all at once. right on untll

M | the evening. '

i - -

| Afterward, they were going to
‘blow up the  camp.

| 1 had to stay at Buchenwald until April e-igvem_ll;

7 |
waiting to see the gate open.
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= RS P W D of fring. Grenads exploding
. B S . The battle did not last long R
. s & oy | Toward noon everythmg was qulet gam ’
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